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8. Financial Burdens and their Repudiation.
Pandit Jawaharlal also put from the chair the following resolution :-—
"This Congress is of opinion that the financial burdens directly or
indirectly imposed on India by the foreign administration are such as a free
India cannot bear and cannot be expected to bear. This Congress, while
re-affirming the resolution passed at the Gaya Congress in IQ22, records
its opinion for the information of all concerned that every obligation
and concession to be inherited by independent India will be strictly subject to inves-
tigation by an independent tribunal and every obligation and every concession, no
matter how incurred or given, will be repudiated if it is not found by such a tribunal
to be just and justifiable."
Pandit Jawaharlal said that the repudiation included debts which England had
incurred for the purpose of enslaving India and carrying on England's imperialistic
designs. The resolution was carried.
9. Indian States.
The following resolution urging the "Rulers of Indian States to confer responsible
government was moved by Mr. Manilal Kothari : —
"In the opinion of this Congress the time has now arrived for the Ruling Princes
of India to grant responsible government to their people and to enact laws or issue
proclamations safeguarding the elementary and fundamental rights of the people such
as freedom of movement, freedom of speech, freedom to hold public meetings and
security of person and property. '*
Mr. Manilal Kothari said that at a time when they declared independence as the
goal for British India, they could not omit to take note of the miserable position of '
the subjects of Indian States. Indian Princes considered their raj as personal pro-
perfv; There were States in which one could not take a typewriter or a cyclostyle
iBachirte. The Princes had spent one crore on the Butler Committee's work to estab-
lish direct relations with the Crown. The Congress was therefore right in taking up
flie case of the Indian States* subjects and demanding responsible government for
ifiem.
Mr. Hosakoppa Krishna Rao was glad that the Congress had, for the first time,
undertaken to deal adequately with the case of the Indian States' subjects who were
under unblushing, undiluted autocracy.
Mr. Satyamurri wished the Congress had gone further. He said that no permanent
or satisfactory solution of the political future could be arrived at without the active
co-operation 'of the Indian States' subjects. The resolution declared that hereafter the
people of British and Indian India were linked together, for better or for worse, to
secure freedom. (Applause) To their shame the Indian States* administration in many
places was^worse than that of British India. The claim of Maharajas to be spokes-
men of their people was historically unsound, constitutionally incorrect and politically
dangerous. A self-governing India would be much more friendly to the States than
the present Political Department. The disputes regarding customs and others affec-
ted ^the Indian States* subjects as much as the Princes and there must therefore be the
subjects* voice in having a fair and equitable settlement.
The resolution was passed.
10. Communal Settlement.
The Congress also passed without discussion, a resolution moved   from the chair
settlement* and giving assurances  to the  Sikhs.     The following
text : —
"In -view of the lapse of the Nehru Report it is unnecessary to declare the policy
of the Congress regarding communal questions, the Congress believ:r>g that in an
independent India comrntrnal Questions c^n only be solved on strictly national Jines.
But as the Sikhs in particular, and the Muslims and the other minorities in genera^

